May, 2022

R E M I N D E R:
The Annual
Close header
Meeting will take
place at the East
Haddam Historical
Society on the 2nd
of June at 11 a.m.
Zoo

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Let’s think of this as the May/June edition
of Cornus, since our Business Meeting,
election of officers, Annual Meeting, and
Awards Program have been deferred till
June 2nd.
But we won’t be idle: between now and the
Annual Meeting, we can look forward to our
fabulous flower show, “The Enduring
Inspiration of Trees.”

you would like to join us. This is our tenth
year of having fun while doing a lot of good!
And, speaking of having fun, much fun was
had on the “nursery crawl” last week
through northwest Connecticut. Many
thanks to Hetti, who devised the agenda,
thought of everything, and kept us on
schedule!
~ Jane

If anyone’s been keeping track, planning for
our flower show now rivals “The Oldest
Established Permanent Floating Crap Game
in New York” for longevity. My apologies if
you now have that lovely tune stuck in your
head for three days.
If there’s anyone out there who doesn’t
have a job (or three) for the flower show,
be sure to call Maria – she will assist you!
In the meantime, we can also look forward
to planting day at the Middletown Housing
Authority on Wednesday, May 18th at 9
a.m. Please RSVP to Sally Cornish if you can
help.
And the CHC Rooftop gang are back in
action – please speak to Pat Murawski if

PROGRAM:
As much as we are excited about the
upcoming Flower Show and appreciate
everyone’s efforts to make it a success, we
have the Middletown Garden Club’s Annual
Meeting to look forward to as well! We will
meet on June 2nd at the East Haddam
Historical Society. I do need at least two
hostesses as we have decided to provide a
nice lunch as we did pre-Covid! I will be

reaching out for volunteers to help with all
aspects of this lovely event and so look
forward to presenting some well-deserved
awards. Let’s work together to make this a
memorable day. I thank all our members for
being so flexible and patient with ever
changing programs due to Covid, but we
managed to meet, to learn, to be
entertained and remain a productive club.
AND……I do hope to see everyone at the
Preview Party!
~ Patsy
MIDDLETOWN GARDEN CLUB MINUTES,
MEETING OF 4/21/22
President Harris called the meeting to order
at 1:05 pm, and welcomed back Melissa
Roberts who is back from Mexico.
The minutes of the March 17th meeting and
the Treasurer’s Report for March, 2022,
were unanimously approved on a voice
vote.
President’s Report: Jane thanked Kim, Sally
Cornish, Judy, Spencer, Ed, and Debby for
pruning the roses at the Trees of Honor,
and Patsy for managing the clean-up of our
enormous pile of cuttings.
She further reported on a presentation she
heard on Asian jumping worms: experts at
Cornell and Yale are recommending not
moving wood chips, mulch or soil until a
treatment is available for jumping worm
infestations.
If you must bring in any of those products,
it’s best to buy them bagged from a supplier
who has used heat-treatment to kill any
worms.

She also asked members to attend the
Arbor Day celebration in Middletown,
during which Sally D’Aquila will be honored
for her efforts in urban tree-planting.
Committee Reports:
Silent Auction: We were reminded of the
need for auction items for the Flower Show.
Rooftop: Work will begin soon, and
volunteers are welcome.
Founders Fund: Our club’s vote was
submitted electronically before the due
date.
Horticulture: Kathy reminded members that
the Pollinator Pathway webinar with Kathy
Connolly will occur on April 26. Judy, Kathy
and Jane will staff the Pollinator Pathway
booth at the Eco Fair at Harbor Park on
Saturday, April 23.
Program: Patsy explained that the club’s
usual May business meeting and annual
meeting had been deferred till June 2nd
because of the flower show. We will meet
in East Haddam at the Historical Society at
11 am.
Visiting Gardens: In Hetti’s absence, Jane
reminded the members that the nursery
trip was set for May 5th, and that carpooling
would be addressed via email.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m.,
and turned over to Maria to discuss
planning for the flower show.
ATTENDANCE: L. Bank, J. Bell, S. Cornish, S.
Cunningham, M. Giamei, K. Green, J. Harris,
R. Kelley, L. Johnson, M. Holzberg, A.
McCloskey, O. McLaughlin, K. Meyering, P.
Mylchreest, P. Murawski, E. Ranganathan,

R. Rickenback, M. Roberts, J. Schoonmaker,
D. Shapiro, C. Wasch, S. Worm, K.
Wuestefeld, M. Xenelis.

PHOTOGRAPHY:
I have been collecting photography books if
anyone is interested in borrowing them to
peruse. I encourage everyone to continue
to explore photography over the summer.
Year Report:
- No programs due to Covid interruption.
- Member photograph accepted for GCA
eNews (Zone II submission) for the February
2022 edition.
- In spite of two last minute dropouts - the
Photography Class for the Flower Show is
outstanding.
~ Lynn
HORTICULTURE:
This year’s focus was to launch the
pollinator pathway project and raise
awareness and appreciation of native
plants. Beginning with the outdoor program
by a founder of the New England Pollinator
Pathway we hosted in October, our small
but dedicated steering committee has met
several times to set goals and plan events.
These included preparing educational
information, attempting to hold a winter
seed-sowing event (COVID cancelled),
hosting table displays and distributing seeds
at the Earth Day Fair and Daffodils Day

festival. The Kathy Connolly webinar,
funded in part by our club, drew more than
fifty attendees, and we now have a
database of Middletown residents who
have committed to maintaining a pollinatorfriendly property. Plans include continued
connections with the public (including
landlords and public buildings), maintaining
a presence at Middletown’s Farmers’
Market, planning a workshop on organic
pesticides, facilitating invasive
cleanup/planting events, and sponsoring a
workshop on bees in the fall with Dr. Kim
Stoner.
I would like to make it possible for club
members to share any surplus plants from
our gardens and greenhouses at our June
meeting. I will send out a reminder/inquiry
the week before our meeting and if there is
enough interest, we will make it happen.
~ Kathy Meyering
CONSERVATION:
We have once again nearly completed
MGC’s 2021-2022 calendar, and soon we
punctuate the year with “The Enduring
Inspiration of Trees”. Although much focus
has been on the flower show, the club has
managed to keep an emphasis on
Conservation issues as well.
We exchanged seeds from our gardens at
the September meeting (a combo
Horticulture/Conservation activity). Kathy
Meyering led a Pollinator Pathway event at
the Historical Society on October 23rd that
drew in dozens from the community, and
she followed it up this spring doing doubleduty at Harbor Park and the Wadsworth
Mansion during Earth Day weekend. On all
these occasions attendees asked how they

might garden using appropriate plants to
attract pollinators.
The months between these events included
the NAL Meeting in February, after which
Jane and Judy gave summaries to the
membership, especially about the condition
of oceans and wetlands, as well as what our
trees tell us about climate change. This
important meeting has been saved on the
GCA website to be viewed anytime.
Hetti gave an informative program in March
on composting, which illustrates the very
definition of “conservation”. She used a
detailed PowerPoint presentation to show
various techniques, what to include or not,
and she answered lots of members’
questions on how to set up a functioning
composting system.
And now on to the show: As Chairs of the
Conservation Division, Hetti and Kathy are
creating a phone-cued tour of Long
Hill Estate that features notable information
on various trees. This guide will have lasting
value for visitors to the Wadsworth
Mansion as they tour the extensive grounds
inspired by the plans of Frederick Law
Olmsted.
In a year that has had the flower show
always in our sights, the Middletown
Garden Club has continued to give
Conservation its worthy emphasis.
~ Judy Schoonmaker
GCA ANNUAL MEETING:
The first in-person annual meeting since
2019 was held in Parsippany, NJ last Friday
and Saturday. Because the first day’s
meeting conflicted with Arbor Day in
Middletown, I arrived just in time to go out
to dinner with our friends from Zone II.
There was a lot of buzz about our flower

show, so I think we can expect plenty of
visitors.
On Saturday, I heard an excellent
presentation on the New Jersey Pinelands
conservation effort. I’m sorry to say that
that is not part of the recorded archives of
the meeting.
Our afternoon was spent touring
spectacular gardens around Morris County;
at one of them, the homeowner and
decorator was playing piano for us while we
toured his house and gardens. A video from
these tours is available for a short time on
the GCA website.
The Awards Dinner followed, and we were
introduced to the GCA Medalists, most of
whom were there in person. Be sure to
read the notes on the GCA website about
this year’s GCA Medalists and the GCA
Scholars, all of whom will inspire you.
Needless to say, I felt more than a little sad
for our zone, our club, and our 2021
Medalist, Tom Christopher, whose
acceptance occurred at the virtual A.M. last
year. But we can look forward to the 2024
GCA A.M. in Hartford!
~ Jane
ROOFTOP:
I received a note from GCA President,
Debbie Oliver, which read:
“Dear Jane, On behalf of the Garden Club of
America, thank you for participating in the
Pathway to Community workshop segment
‘Garden’ at last week’s GCA annual
meeting. The panel discussion that you,
Anne, Sandra, and Peggy shared about ways
for clubs to connect with community

provided inspiration, information, and a
model for clubs across the country to
emulate. Thank you for sharing Middletown
Garden Club’s exceptional work through
your words and photos! Congratulations!
Debbie Oliver”

"The world's favorite season is the spring.
All things seem possible in May." ~ Edwin Way Teale

