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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Dear members – It’s a brand-new month, 
and the weather is suddenly perfect for 
gardening again! 

You don’t need a re-cap of what this past 
summer felt like to the heat- and humidity-
phobic -- some of you sympathize, and 
others, well, maybe you actually enjoyed 
July and August? Anything is possible. 

The most significant aspect of this summer 
is that it never brought us clarity on the 
Covid issue: while everybody seems to be 
fully vaccinated, and quite willing to wear 
masks as needed, there just isn’t any crystal 
ball that will tell us whether we can meet 
indoors from one month to the next. 

Nonetheless, Patsy and Judy, our stalwart 
Program co-chairs, have worked with other 
committee chairs to plan a year’s worth of 
great meetings for us. As with last year, we 
just need to be flexible.  Please know that 
every effort will be made to provide you 
with useful and educational content, in a 
setting where everybody feels safe.  

Two other items bear mentioning here: a 
few of our members have had some health 
challenges this year. I hope all of you will 
make the occasional phone call to see how 

your fellow club members are doing. Covid 
has brought on a lot of isolation, and 
fellowship is one of the major benefits of 
being in a garden club.  

Secondly, a GCA round-table I attended 
recently taught me a useful message: “If 
everyone does a little, no one has to do a 
lot.”  Between September and May, we will 
have much work to do in order to host the 
most fabulous flower show ever! Please be 
prepared to help out this year with 
committee work and special projects.  

Everyone in this club is brimming with 
talent – we just need to match those talents 
to the tasks at hand. Please be prepared to 
say “Yes!” when asked to participate in the 
coming year. 

~ Jane 


Minutes of the May 20, 2021 Meeting                        

President Harris called the meeting to order 
at 11:25 am. 

The acceptance of the minutes from the 
April meeting was moved by Maria, and  

seconded by Melanie.  Approved. 

R E M I N D E R: 

The September 
meeting will be 

held at 
McCutcheon Park 
at 1 pm on Friday 

the 17th. 

 



 

The Treasurer’s report moved by Judy and 
seconded by Elaine, was accepted. 

President Harris thanked the mock flower 
show committee for their work.  
Horticulture was great, and Anne did a 
wonderful job giving us hints and 
suggestions from a judge’s perspective. 

The rooftop garden has items sprouting, 
and tomatoes were to be planted the next 
week.  So far MARC has not committed to 
working yet. 

Mary Xenelis went through the budget.  She 
said there would be a contingency surplus 
of $1300 if we met our fund-raising 
expectations.  The endowment is to be used 
for educational meetings; such as NAL and 
the Shirley Meneice, as well as required 
events such as attendance at Annual 
Meetings and Zone Meetings. Non-
endowment money can be used any way 
we deem acceptable.  We are being 
challenged to give as much as last year. 

Maria moved and Dan seconded the 
acceptance of the budget, and the vote was 
unanimous. 

Committee Reports 

Flower Show: Maria advised us to pay 
attention to what is blooming in our 
gardens for the next ten days in preparation 
for next year’s flower show.  The revised 
schedule will be ready soon. 

Projects: The Middletown Housing 
Authority has again offered $2000.00 to our 
club to plant their planters.  This was 
scheduled for the next Wednesday at 9 a.m.   

Horticulture:  Kathy Meyering brought the 
Buttonbush seeds for those who said they 
would plant them.   

Programs:  The Program Committee will 
meet over the Summer. 

Visiting Gardens: Two scheduled events 
include a tour of Chatfield Hollow Farms  
followed by lunch at La Foresta. 

On 6/15 we will tour Wickham Park in 
Manchester, with a boxed lunch provided.   

Founders Fund:  the Seattle club won the 
Founders Fund. 

Other News: Long Hill Estate will host the 
PBS Antiques Road Show in August. 

Rob mentioned that trail repair at the 
Mansion costs $400.00 for 1 mile. 

Kathie G. moved and Melissa seconded a 
motion for adjournment at 12:05 pm. 

Attendance: L. Bank, J. Bell, E. Carella, K. 
Coley, S. Cornish, S. Cunningham, M. 
Giamei, K. Green, J. Harris, R. Higgins, L. 
Johnson, R. Kelley, M. Madsen Holzberg, A. 
McCloskey, O. McLaughlin, K. Meyering, P. 
Murawski, P. Mylchreest, D. Patrician, E. 
Ranganathan, R. Rickenback, M. Roberts, D. 
Ryan, J. Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, C. Wasch, 
K. Wuestefeld and M. Xenelis 

Submitted by: 

Katherine W. Green, Recording Secretary 


Minutes of the Annual Meeting, May 20, 
2021 

President Harris called the meeting to order 
at 1 p.m. 



 

Ona moved and Lynn seconded approval of 
the minutes from the 2020 Annual Meeting. 

There was a review of the past year:  The 
Finance Committee was quite busy this past 
year.  The club had four out of eight live 
meetings, and we mastered Zoom 

for the rest.  A tutorial is still offered on the 
GCA website for those of us not 
comfortable with the use of Zoom.  A 
festive holiday party took place on Zoom, 
and holiday treats were delivered to each 
member’s house.  GCA is planning a big 
200th birthday celebration for Frederick 
Law Olmsted in 2022.  Our club has three 
gardens to consider submitting as our 
project. 

The rooftop garden grew 300 lbs. of 
produce for the Amazing Grace Food 
Pantry.  Six members “attended” NAL via 
Zoom and reported in depth at the March 
meeting.  The Susan B. Wasch garden at 
Harbor Park is still being designed. 

Laney is a member of the Mayor’s 
committee to create a plan for all of Harbor 
Park.  Kathy Meyering is working on a 
Pollinator Pathway educational program 
which can be shared with groups 
throughout our area.  MGC has done much 
for Middletown public gardens, and now 
look forward to other towns.  We will 
spread the word about Pollinator Pathways. 

Committee annual reports should go to the 
Secretary for the Archives.   

President Harris turned the meeting over to 
the Awards Chairs, Patsy Mylchreest and 
Lynn Johnson.   

Laney presented the Elizabeth Abernathy 
Hull award to Lucy Meigs, which included a 
check for $1,000.  Lucy gave a brief 
summary of her work with children under 
16 years of age to inspire their love and 
understanding of nature. 

Lynn presented the Club Conservation 
Commendation to Katie Hughes-Nelson, 
owner of Perk on Main.  The award reads, 
“In recognition of her commitment to the 
advancement of sustainable and 
environmentally friendly business practices, 
and for supporting local farms and 
farmers.” 

The Club Conservation award was given to 
Christina Wasch, “With appreciation for her 
commitment to conscientious conservation 
efforts and recognition for her shared 
knowledge and passionate respect for the 
environment.” 

 The Club Appreciation award went to 
Renee Kelley, “With appreciation for her 
commitment to Club activities, enthusiastic 
leadership, creative initiatives, selfless 
generosity, thoughtfulness, and talent in 
Floral Design.” 

The GCA Zone II Appreciation Award went 
to our President, Jane Harris, “In 
appreciation for her selfless commitment to 
the environment while leading, educating, 
and engaging the participation of others in 
efforts for preservation, conservation and 
sustainability.” It is actually for 2020, but 
due to the pandemic, was delayed until 
now. 

The awardees were applauded for their 
hard work. 



 

Submitted by:  Katherine W. Green, 
Recording Secretary 


FROM THE ARCHIVES: 

An entry from Katchen Coley’s Conservation 
Notes, September, 2003: 

"The Garden Club’s long-term project to 
restore Long Hill Estate’s vernal pool, and 
design a wheelchair-accessible trail was 
finally announced to the community July 
20th on the occasion of the annual 
Middletown Road Races held at the Estate. 
Laney Bank and Barbara MacEachern spoke 
about the history of the project and 
thanked the many people who helped make 
its realization possible. After their walk and 
ride, celebrants were treated to 
refreshments. On the table was a delightful 
arrangement by Maria Holzberg featuring a 
frog that had hopped out from the vernal 
pool." 

~ Katherine Green, Archives 


HOLIDAY BAZAAR: 

The Wadsworth Mansion Holiday Bazaar is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 5, and we 
plan to participate. Whether the bazaar 
goes on or we sell by pre-order as we did in 
2020, we will need both botanical items and 
bling for the wreaths and centerpieces that 
we decorate. You can help by gathering the 
following: 

botanicals – pinecones, acorns, dried seed 
heads, etc.;  

bling – artificial fruits, birds, small 
ornaments - we recycle.  

More details will be available as we near 
the season, but the coming weeks should 
be perfect weather for gathering botanicals.  

~ Ona McLaughlin    


PROGRAM:   

The September meeting is an organizational 
meeting: there is no program, but we will 
be taking some significant votes. We will 
meet again at McCutcheon Park (same as 
last year’s September and May meetings.) 
Please bring your own beverage and a 
snack, if desired. There is plenty of parking, 
including handicapped access. 

Please bring your dues ($125) if you have 
not already done so. 


GARDEN HISTORY AND DESIGN: 

One of MGC’s most lasting contributions 
has been the documentation of local and 
member gardens for the Smithsonian 
Institution’s Archives of American Gardens. 

Our club can take pride in all of these 
entries, but the one that is the icing on the 
cake is Juanie Flagg’s Laurel Grove Road 
garden in Middletown.    

The documentation of the garden was a 
long process, and included photos by Joan 
Mazzotta, her niece, Liz Mazzotta Bazazi, 
and earlier photos which appeared in a 
book by Ken Druse. 



 

This garden is now – correctly – attributed 
to Juanie, and can be searched for under 
her name. Previously, the entry was just 
listed under the name used in the Historic 
Buildings of Connecticut records, the 
Nehemiah Hubbard House. The description 
and photos can be found here. 


SHIRLEY MENEICE REGISTRATION: 

On September 1, GCA mailed out a 
reminder for registration to the Shirley 
Meneice Horticultural Conference, which is 
once again being offered virtually. Dates are 
September 22 and 23.  The theme of the 
event is “Finding Hidden Treasures”, and I 
can’t recommend this highly enough.  

Of course it is scaled back from other years, 
but you will get the high points, including a 
guided tour of (swoon) Heronswood 

Garden, and a talk by Amy Stewart titled 
“Garden to Glass: Adventures in Cocktail 
Gardening”.  

Registration is FREE!!  It is open to all!! 
Seriously, don’t miss this event! Call Jane or 
Rob if you need help registering on the 
www.GCAmerica.org website. 


A GIFT FROM NATUREWORKS: 

In June, the Rooftop Committee received a 
wonderful gift from Nancy DuBrule and the 
lovely folks at NatureWorks: our picks 
among dozens of tomatoes, peppers, 
squash, pumpkin, and watermelon plants.  
(See photo below of our first-ever rooftop 
pumpkin!)   

Please say thank you if you shop at 
NatureWorks this fall.

 




 

“Everything that slows us down and forces patience, everything that sets us back into 
the slow circles of nature, is a help. Gardening is an instrument of grace.” 
~ May Sarton 
 


 



 

 
    


