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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Dear members – June might have been the 
month with “perfect days” – at least to 
James Russell Lowell – but October may just 
have edged it out.  

Asters and goldenrod vie for attention, the 
beastly burning bush redeems itself with 
pink-turning-to-scarlet foliage, robins feed 
frenetically on the dogwoods, and mornings 
are cool enough to actually dig in the 
garden! 

But this is no time for complacency. At our 
September meeting, we voted on 
proceeding with our twice-deferred flower 
show, and the vote was strongly in favor. 

So we need to buckle down and do the 
serious work that comes with a flower 
show. Our October meeting is devoted to 
getting a status on all the committees, and 
making sure we are all working from the 
same schedule – literally! 

There is no question that our club excels at 
collaboration: the Antique Car Show booth 
was a perfect example of what a well-oiled 
machine our club can be!  

 

Funds were raised – and that is very 
important – but so were spirits. There was a 
sense of camaraderie, and of 
accomplishment.  All over Middlesex 
County, dining room tables and foyers are 
now graced with our club’s offerings: 
whimsical pumpkins, stunning 
arrangements, versatile wreaths, sturdy 
succulents and so much more! 

But there is no time to rest on our laurels: 
on October 23, our club will host a 
Pollinator Pathways presentation which will 
be open to the public.  For this to be 
effective, we need to reach out to – you 
guessed it – the Public! 

So, if you have a church group, a bridge 
club, a book group, a gourmet club – please 
invite the members!  The Pollinator 
Pathways movement needs us, and we 
need to show leadership in one of the most 
important aspects of Climate Change: the 
catastrophic loss of pollinators has to be 
remediated. Who better than our well-oiled 
machine to do that? 

~ Jane 

 

 

R E M I N D E R: 

The October 
meeting will be 

held at 
McCutcheon Park 

at 1 pm on 
Thursday the 21st. 

 



 

MGC MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2021 

President Harris called the meeting to order 
at 1:12 p.m., and asked for a moment of 
silence for Bill Wasch, husband of Sue 
Wasch, a deceased President of the club. 

Maria Holzberg then introduced her guest, 
Amy Albert, who is interested in becoming a 
member. 

Anne Mc moved and Kate seconded a 
motion to accept the minutes of the May 
meeting. Patsy moved and Melanie 
seconded the motion to accept the 
Treasurer’s report. 

President Harris gave her report, thanking 
Judy and Patsy for their work as the 
program co-chairs for this club year.  The 
October meeting will be at McCutcheon 
Park, and there will also be a Pollinator 
Pathways program on October 23 at the 
Middlesex County Historical Society 

Jane announced that Hetti Motoc will now 
take on Visiting Gardens. 

Kathy Meyering will host a Pollinator 
Pathways program.   

For the time being, we will continue to have no 
hostesses or communal food at meetings.  We 
will wear masks for inside meetings, and no 
masks for outside.  Members will bring their 
own food to meetings. 

There is no venue yet for the Holiday Party. 

The Shirley Meneice Horticulture meeting 
will be virtual and online next week.  On-
line registration is encouraged. 

Laney spoke about progress on Harbor Park; 
Cooper Robinson is the company hired to 
develop a new area south of Harbor Park.  

The area in question is located under the 
trestle to the right towards the great bend 
of the river.  Land adjacent to CVH is 
included. The City is hosting a Zoom 
meeting for public input on October 12 at 
6:30 p.m.  Registration is a must to voice 
concerns. 

Jennifer Saines resigned from MGC, and 
Ona moved to accept her resignation with 
regret. 

The Holiday Bazaar will be held December 5 
at the Mansion, possibly in a tent.  The 
Wreath Workshop will be held at CFPA on 
November 29th. Members were asked to 
pre-order to ease the process of ordering 
the wreaths.  J.C. Greenhouse will provide 
the wreaths.  Wreaths decorated are 
$35.00, centerpieces are $15.00. 

Ona needs to know the number by the end 
of October.  Renee offered to set up her 
porch to help as she did last year.  Specialty 
bows are available for purchase. Lynn will 
make almond cakes again for sale.  There is 
no further info on the cakes yet. 

Maria reminded us of the car show on 10/3, 
and our manning of the table.   She had a 
sign-up sheet.  She needs plant donations, 
and will have a craft workshop at her 
garage on 9/30 at 11 a.m.   

The Pollinator Pathway event will be held at 
MCHS on Saturday, October 23rd.  Our 
speaker will be Jackie Algon, one of the 
founders of Pollinator Pathways Northeast.   

Hetti asked for ideas for Visiting Gardens.   

Jane mentioned the club needs another 
fund-raiser for this year.  Because GCA 
events were virtual in 2020, our club did not 



 

spend as much as usual for registrations 
and travel. The strategic plan is to build the 
Endowment so it will generate money to 
send delegates to GCA meetings.  Past 
flower shows have made money for certain 
projects.  Money now encumbered is not 
available for use elsewhere.   

A vote was held to see if we will go ahead 
with the flower show.  The vote was 
overwhelmingly in favor.  

Patsy will decorate a wreath for the 
Wadsworth Atheneum Festival of Trees. 

The club needs a Chair for the Flower Show 
Preview Party Committee.  Patsy, Kate, 
Marcia and Deb volunteered to collaborate. 

Trevor Davis has agreed to play for the 
Preview Party.   

Maria said members should come to the 
October 21st meeting ready to discuss the 
progress in planning for the show and each 
member’s job.   

Melissa moved to adjourn the meeting, and 
Melanie seconded the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 2:22 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: L. Bank, J. Bell, E. Carella, K. 
Coley, S. Cornish, S. Cunningham, N. D’Oench, J. 
Flagg, M. Giamei, K. Green, J. Harris, R. Higgins, 
L. Johnson, R. Kelley, M. Holzberg, A. 
McCloskey, O. McLaughlin, H. Motoc, P. 
Murawski, P. Mylchreest, D. Patrician, E. 
Ranganathan, M. Roberts, J. Schoonmaker, D. 
Shapiro, M. Xenelis 

Submitted by:  Katherine W. Green, 
Recording Secretary 


 

PROGRAM: 

The October 21 meeting will be held at 
McCutcheon Park from 1 to 3 pm. The 
meeting will focus on planning by all of the 
committees of the May, 2022 Flower Show. 
This is the same location as our September 
and May meetings. Please bring your own 
beverage and a snack, if desired. There is 
plenty of parking, including handicapped 
access. 


HOLIDAY BAZAAR: 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Wreath Workshop, Monday, November 29, 
9 – 1, at CFPA 

Holiday Bazaar at Wadsworth Mansion, 
Sunday, December 5, 10 – 3 

Order forms will be available at the October 
meeting; pre-orders are required so that we 
can purchase the right number of wreaths. 

~ Ona McLaughlin    


ROOFTOP: 

The rooftop garden continues to flourish 
again this year.   Our harvest to date 
is 220 pounds with all produce going to 
Amazing Grace Food Pantry.    
There has been limited participation from 
our MARC gardeners this year and we do 
miss seeing them and working with them. 
The gardens will soon be cleaned and put to 
bed until next spring. 
~ Pat Murawski 





 

ALMOND CAKES: 

Please let Lynn know if you will want one or 
more almond cakes this season.  Supply 
chains being what they are, she will need an 
early start on ordering flour and all her 
secret ingredients!


SHIRLEY MENEICE WRAP-UP: 

Whether or not you attended some or all of 
the Shirley Meneice Horticulture 
Conference, be sure to check out the videos 
from it posted on the GCA website. 

The tours of public gardens – from Coastal 
Maine Botanical Gardens, to the Desert 
Botanical Garden in Phoenix, to the 
Kampong Gardens in Florida, to the 
fabulous Heronswood in the Seattle area – 
you will be enchanted by the narrative as 
well as the photography. 

Additional workshops on seed bombs, 
growing and showing succulents,  air-
layering shrubs – all are worth a watch!  A 
must-see is the short video about Soul Fire 
Farm in upstate New York.  Call Jane or Rob 
if you need help accessing the 
www.GCAmerica.org website. 

 


HORT COMMITTEE: 

If you have participated in the button bush 
challenge and have a seedling (or more) to 
share, please bring it to our November 
meeting. We can discuss next steps 
(transplanting, overwintering) at that time. 

A small group of us have been working on 
establishing a Pollinator Pathway in 
Middletown. Please take a minute to check 
out the Middletown Pollinator Pathways 
websites that just recently went up. One is 
on Facebook: 

https://facebook.com/MidPollinatorPathway 
and the other is a new one I created 
(working out the bugs!) at 
https://middletownpollinat.wixsite/website 

Please mark your calendars for a great 
presentation on this project on Saturday, 
October 23, 11 am at the Mansfield House 
in Middletown. The event will be held 
outdoors in the rear gardens. Details are on 
the website. 

~ Kathy Meyering 


CONSERVATION: 

 LEAVE THE LEAVES 
 
     We are approaching the annual season 
of fall, aptly named for when our leaves fall 
and fall all around us.  The tendency is to 
pull out huge bags or call the leaf-vacuum 
guys to haul them away.  Better for the 
environment, a lower carbon footprint and 
enrichment for our surroundings would be 
to mulch-mow our leaf-covered lawns.  The 
cut up leaves decompose in a few weeks 
and supply nutrients to the soil and may 
give us a greener lawn next year with less 
fertilizer!  Excess leaves — I know there are 
lots!  —  can be raked onto flower beds and 
around shrubs, adding winter protection 
and mulch which also breaks down to feed 
these areas.  Think of it as a cozy blanket for 
those cold months ahead and this extra 
bulk settles in after a few rainstorms.  One 



 

added benefit of leaves is that they supply 
homes for many of our pollinators such as 
bumble bees and many moth species.  And 
finally, for those of us with even more 
leaves there is the time-honored tradition 
of a leaf pile, which is the best source of 
rich humus ever.   

     In summary, as much as possible, LEAVE 
THE LEAVES!  
 
~ Judy Schoonmaker, Conservation 
Committee   

 




 

“How beautifully leaves grow old. How full of light and color are 
their last days.” 

~ John Burroughs 
 

 


     

Photos below are from our October 3 booth at the MCHS 
Antique Car Show, with special thanks to Rob Rickenback 
and Amy Albert: 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


