October, 2021

R E M I N D E R:
Close header

The November
meeting will be
held at Torrison
Stone & Garden in
Durham at 1 pm on
Thursday the 18th.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
I see from the morning’s newspapers that
the Christmas decorating season is upon us.
Before we even think about that, let’s
wallow in the loveliness of autumn in
Connecticut for a bit longer.
All unsolicited, members have been sending
me photos from their gardens – beautiful
foliage, as well as stunning roses, reminding
us that the growing season is not over.
On the Community Health Center rooftop,
the okra blooms on – to what purpose, we
don’t know. Maybe it has heard a better
weather forecast than the rest of us? Side
by side, a pumpkin and a watermelon are
slowly growing – and growing!
Around my garden, the oaks are competing
with the dogwoods, which are brilliant red
and purple. Beneath them, the yellowing
foliage of Amsonia makes a bright contrast.
The Sassafras trees are variously pink,
orange, and red – only Mother Nature
knows how to combine these colors to such
good effect.
Meanwhile, members of the Hort
Committee (and a few others) are beginning
to propagate our Quercus alba (White oak)

acorns for the GCA Zone challenge coming
up in June.
An optimist might be thinking about where
we can plant fifty young white oaks in a few
years. They would make quite a grove!
And now, on to those looming holidays:
Before the December Cornus Chronicle
comes out, we will be hard at work,
decorating wreaths, and even setting up our
Holiday Bazaar booth at the Wadsworth
Mansion.
Please use these warm days to look about
for botanical trimmings to use on our
wreaths: we can set a good example for our
community by using as much native and
natural material as possible.
Even the humble acorn can be spiffed up
with some gold or silver paint, while the
berries on your Winterberries need no
embellishment at all.
Milkweed pods are a perfect canvas for any
metallic paint, and the seeds can make
some remarkable designs. Let nature sing!
~ Jane

MGC MINUTES OF OCTOBER 21, 2021
President Harris called the meeting to order
at 1:16 p.m.
Judy moved and Melissa seconded the
approval of the minutes of the September
meeting. Passed.
Kathie moved and Patsy seconded the
acceptance of the Treasurer’s report.
Passed.
The President praised Maria and Patsy for
the booth at the car show and Debby for
arranging the club’s presence there.
It’s two days to the Pollinator Pathways
meeting at the Historical Society on October
23.
Patsy planted another “wave” garden at
Harbor Park.
The President mentioned that some chairs
of club committees have no members.
Please volunteer for at least one
committee!
The Zone II meeting Challenge class is the
white oak. Acorns were distributed to
those willing to foster a seedling.
Sally Cornish’s daughter, Nancy, was
introduced.
Laney apprised the members of the “store”
in Main Street Market that shows info on
the design from Cooper-Robinson for
Harbor Park. People can leave their
opinions, etc., from 9:30-4:30 at the store.

ADMISSIONS: Jennifer Noyes resigned. Rob
moved and Melanie seconded that we
accept the resignation.
Maria read a letter nominating Amy Albert
for admission; Jane read her seconding
letter. The vote in favor was unanimous.
ARCHIVES: Kathie reported that a portable
scanner has been purchased thanks to
Jane’s help. Work will begin on scanning
the oldest hand-written documents first.
AWARDS: Jane reminded the club that
Zone II will be hosting the GCA Annual
Meeting in 2024. This is another
opportunity for Zone II to recognize people
for GCA Achievement Medals. Give names
to Jane, Patsy or Lynn.
Debby asked that information be given to
her re the club’s activities by the 20th of the
month.
ROOTOP: Pat said the garden will shut
down in two weeks.
FEDERATED: Awards will be given via Zoom
on 10/27/21.
TREASURER: the booth at the Car Show
earned the club $878.00.
BAZAAR: Ona will have a timesheet for
workers hours. She needs orders by end of
October for both wreaths and almond
bread. The workshop is 11/29 at CF&P at 9
a.m. Give checks to Ona for wreaths and
bread to Lynn.
$40.00 for decorated wreaths, $18.00 for
undecorated. Centerpieces will be made
also after the community wreaths are
completed.

Patsy and Renee will take folks who need
another time BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
Lynn will send a sign-up sheet for the
breads.
Kathy M attended the Zone II Hort meeting:
She spoke of winter germination of flower
seeds in gallon-size plastic containers.
PHOTOGRAPHY: Lynn spoke re photos for
the GCA website. Pictures will be accepted
until 12/31/21. Zone II meeting in June
2022 will need pictures.
VISITING GARDENS: Hetti will send an email
questionnaire re the club’s next gardens to
visit.
Motion to adjourn at 2 pm by Kathie G,
seconded by Elaine.
Maria explained the date changes for the
2021 Flower Show, and reviewed roles and
responsibilities. She expects to have the
new schedule completed in early
November.
ATTENDANCE: L. Bank, J. Bell, E. Carella, K.
Coley, S. Cornish, M. Giamei, M. Gould, K.
Green, J. Harris, R. Higgins, L. Johnson, R.
Kelley, M. Holzberg, A. McCloskey, O.
McLaughlin, K. Meyering, H. Motoc, P.
Murawski, P. Mylchreest, E. Ranganathan,
R. Rickenback, M. Roberts, J. Schoonmaker,
D. Shapiro, K. Wuestefeld, M. Xenelis, as
well as guest, Nancy Cornish, Sally’s
daughter

The November 18th meeting will be held at
Torrison Stone & Garden, 422 Main Street,
Durham, from 1 to 3 pm. The meeting will
feature a talk by Torrison’s landscape
designer, Colleen Kinyon. Please bring your
own beverage and a snack, if desired.
Parking is behind the landscape display –
please consider car-pooling if possible.


SAVE THE DATE:
On January 11 the Hortulus Club
(Greenwich) will host Dr. Rosetta Elkin as a
virtual speaker. Dr. Elkin is a GCA Rome
Prize recipient and featured in the Fall GCA
Bulletin. She reveres the world of plants
and sees plants as the connection between
earth and atmosphere. Jane will be
receiving an invitation for the whole club.
The time and details will become available
soon. I have circled the date on my
calendar.
~ Laney


Fall Sale Report as of Oct. 26, 2021
Day of sale proceeds: $678.00
Additional checks:
200.00
10/28:
17.00
Total Sales:
$895.00

~ Katherine W. Green, Recording Secretary

Expenses
Historical Society.:



Net Income. $845.00

PROGRAM:

$50.00

Materials donated $362.00

Special thank you to Maria and Patsy and all
those who worked so hard on
very short notice to make this event
successful.


FLOWER SHOW AUCTION:
It’s not too early to start thinking about
what you might like to donate to the Flower
Show Auction. Every member is expected
to contribute an item. It would be very
helpful if you could let Edwina or myself
know what you intend to donate. A brief
description written neatly on an index card
would be very helpful. Thank you for your
cooperation. ~ Mary


ROOFTOP:

harvested. All produce from the garden is
donated to the Amazing Grace Food Pantry
with donations this year to date of 294
pounds. We were joined by several of our
enthusiastic MARC gardeners late this
summer. Look for news in the spring when
the garden starts for the season.
~ Pat Murawski


ALMOND CAKES:
Please let Lynn know if you will want one or
more almond cakes this season. Supply
chains being what they are, she will need an
early start on ordering flour and all her
secret ingredients!



The rooftop vegetable garden will be closed
this coming week. There are a few
remaining cabbages and some kale to be



“Delicious autumn! My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were a bird I would fly about
the earth seeking the successive autumns.”
~ George Eliot



Holiday Sale Timeline
October 31 - all wreath orders due. Order forms with prices (decorated wreaths $40,
undecorated $18) are available by contacting Pat Murawski. Contact Ona with orders.
November 15 - all almond cake orders due. Contact Lynn with orders.
November 22, 29 or December 20 (or by special arrangement) almond cake
deliveries/pickup. Contact Lynn.
November 29, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Connecticut Forest & Park, Holiday sale workshop.
Wreaths & centerpieces will be decorated in this order:
Community wreaths (2 CF&P, 1 Wadsworth Mansion, 1 deKoven House, 2 Community
Foundation); 12 sale wreaths; sale centerpieces; personal wreaths.
November 30 & December 1 - personal wreaths may be decorated at Renee Kelley's or
Patsy Mylchreest's by pre-appointment only. Contact Renee or Patsy to schedule.
December 5 - Wadsworth Mansion Holiday Sale 10:00 am - 3:00 pm, set-up at 8:00 am.
Safety considerations - our booth will be located in an adjoining tent at the Mansion
sale. Scheduling for Renee's and Patsy's workshops will be limited to a few members at
a time. We suggest that members wear masks where social distancing isn't possible.
Please gather the following for the workshop:
greens from various conifers, laurel, andromeda, holly, etc.
pinecones, acorns, dried seed heads, etc.;
bling - artificial fruits, birds, small ornaments - we recycle.
Committee members:
Ona McLaughlin
Renee Kelley
Patsy Mylchreest
Lynn Johnson
Pat Murawski

FALL GALLERY – With Thanks to Judy, Hetti, and Spencer:

Clethra barbinervis – still blooming!

Late bloomers host the exotic pollinators!

Judy’s rose has made a friend for life

All quiet at Judy’s hornet’s nest

Spencer’s well-protected white oak
acorns

Jackie Algon speaks to a large crowd interested in Pollinator Pathways

