February, 2022

R E M I N D E R:
The February
Close header
Zoom meeting will
take place on
Thursday the 17th at
1 pm.
Zoo

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
It has just come to my attention that more
than one dictionary declares “Febuary” a
correct pronunciation of the month we are
in. That makes me grumpy.

of garden plants from Club members for
another issue of Cornus. For now, this puts
a big smile on my face:

So, we will go looking for non-grumpy stuff,
namely, the fabulous Dendrobium orchid I
own thanks to Juanie Flagg.
How many others in the club own orchids
because of Juanie? Or Begonias from – let’s
see – Judy, Kathie, Patsy: oh my!
What do you have on your sunny windowledge that reminds you of another
Middletown Garden Club member? I have a
recalcitrant Night-blooming Cereus that
Laney propagated from one that belonged
to Katchen. It has never bloomed for me,
but it produces impressively long leaves.
For years, I had orange-flowering Clivias, a
gift from former member Judy Munster.
Through a mix-up with a kind neighbor who
helped divide my Clivias, I ended up with
only my yellow ones, and he got the orange
ones.
Sharing one’s plants is a guaranteed way to
be remembered fondly. I’ll save my stories

~ Jane

PROGRAM:
Zoooooming into February, we have lined
up our own Rhea Higgins, Adjunct Professor
of Art History, to tell us all about the
Hudson River School of landscape painting.
Both the New Britain Museum of American
Art and the Wadsworth Atheneum are
featuring artists from this school, so her talk

could not be timelier. Stay tuned for the
date and time of a follow-on trip to the
NBMAA and a docent-led tour of “The
Poetry of Nature: Hudson River School
Landscapes.”
~ Patsy



MIDDLETOWN GARDEN CLUB MINUTES,
ZOOM MEETING 1/20/22
President Harris called the meeting to order
at 1:05 p.m.
Motion made by Judy to approve the
Minutes as printed, seconded by Patsy.
Passed
Motion made by Melissa and seconded by
Edwina to accept the Treasurer’s report.
Passed.
The president read her report, which
included revision of the By-Laws. It doesn’t
require a lot of work but some finishing in
spots.
The president also mentioned the Strategic
Plan meeting held by Zoom the previous
day. A committee is needed to work on
this. The members were reminded of the
Federated Flower Show to be held February
24th-27th. Tickets are cheaper bought on
line.
We are allowed one delegate to the GCA
Annual Meeting, to be held in Parsippany,
N.J., 4/29-4/30/22.
The Awards committee will meet soon.

Rooftop: Pat is looking at seed packs. Patsy
will contribute some seeds, and Kathy will
give some rhubarb divisions.
NAL will be Zoomed this year so more can
attend.
Bazaar: did very well this year. Many items
were given to be decorated, so there was
more money made by the club.
Kathy Meyering mentioned the propagation
challenge to celebrate Olmsted shown on
the GCA website, and encouraged us to
enter. Sally D’Aquila made a generous gift in
honor of Laney’s 80th birthday, which can be
used for the rooftop garden, the vernal pool
and the Pollinator Pathway.
Patsy told us the programs for February and
March will be switched.
Scholarship: Laney reported on a virtual
presentation by Rosetta Elkin, the GCA’s Rome
Prize winner from 2017.
Deb Patrician has joined the Denver Garden
Club as an Affiliate. Elva Busch is president
of the Santa Fe Garden Club. Hettie is
working on some visiting gardens sites for
the spring. One mentioned was Cricket Hill
nursery plus lunch. Another is the Bridge of
Flowers in Shelburne Falls, MA. (Laney
mentioned there is potential for a similar
approach to an overpass above Route 9 to
connect to Harbor Park.)

The speaker was introduced at 1:50 p.m.
Amy Ziffer created Shady Lady Design, and
spoke about the different natives that can
be used in a shade garden. She said the
Connecticut Botanical Society has good
listings of natives. Their website is: www.ctbotanical-society.org.

ATTENDANCE: L. Bank, J. Bell, S. Cornish, K.
Green, J. Harris, R. Higgins, L. Johnson, R.
Kelley, O. McLaughlin, K. Meyering, H.
Motoc, P. Murawski, P. Mylchreest, D.
Patrician, E. Ranganathan, R. Rickenback,
M. Roberts, J. Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, S.
Worm, K. Wuestefeld, M. Xenelis. Excused:
S. Cunningham, M. Holzberg, A. McCloskey
Submitted by
Katherine W. Green, Recording Secretary

CONSERVATION:
I urge ALL MGC members to register for
NAL before the end of the month. We shall
once again try to delegate a few of us to
summarize parts of the conference at our
March meeting. We shall hope for
volunteers! Happy REAL WINTER to all, and
let’s try to take care of our feathered
friends these days by keeping the feeders
filled!
~ Judy Schoonmaker





FINE ART AND FLOWERS AT THE
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM:

HORTICULTURE:
Plans for launching a full-scale Pollinator
Pathway are moving ahead! Kathy
Connolly, garden consultant and author of
the Speaking of Landscapes blog, will
headline our webinar on April 28th at 7:30
pm. The link to register is here; you can also
get there from the Club’s website,
www.middletowngardenclub.com.
Members of the committee will attend
Daffodil Day at Wadsworth Mansion on
Sunday, April 24th, and will have handouts
about this project to give to the public.
Additional events will include more
speakers to help educate the public.
Much more is being planning, so stay
tuned!
~ Kathy Meyering



Fine Art and Flowers at WAMA will be the
usual last weekend of April, April 29, 30,
and 5/1. A good practice run for our Big
Bash!!!!! Call Kate if you are interested in
exhibiting.
~ Kate

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED:
Please help us prepare for the Flower Show
auction by letting us know what you plan to
donate. A simple description and estimate
of its value would be very helpful; if you can
email us a photograph, please do so. This
will be a “goods and services” auction –
we’re looking for home and garden items,
and/or services, such as the use of a cottage
for a week or weekend, a gift certificate for
a gourmet dinner, a cruise on your boat, or
an afternoon of garden consulting.

While the designated deadline is April 15th,
sooner is better than later. The more time
we have to prepare, the more successful
the auction will be.
Thank you.

2. Cricket Hill Garden 670
Walnut Hill Rd, Thomaston
3. Earth Tones 212 Grassy Hill
Rd, Woodbury

~ Edwina and Mary

B) Trip to Mass in June or July:
1. Bridge of Flowers, Shelburne
Falls, MA and
2. Magic Wings Butterfly and
Conservatory Gardens,
South Deerfield, MA
(tentative)

VISITING GARDENS:
Please contact Hetti (heyhetti@gmail.com)
if you are interested in attending either
adventure. Details will be finalized when I
have a head count of attendees.

~ Hetti


A) 3 nurseries / 1 day, in early May.
1. White Flower Farm 167
Litchfield Rd, Morris

“Trees are sanctuaries. Whoever knows how to speak to them, whoever
knows how to listen to them, can learn the truth. They do not preach
learning and precepts, they preach, undeterred by particulars, the ancient
law of life.” ~ Hermann Hesse

