
The Middletown Garden Club's Chestnut Orchard

In the spring of 2009, the Middletown Garden Club approved a proposal by 
one of its members to plant a small experimental American chestnut orchard 
in Middletown. 

For Phase One of this project, club members planted a number of American 
Chestnut seeds on city-owned land. 
Phase two followed in 2010 when the American Chestnut Foundation 
provided hybrid seed nuts as part of their ongoing hybridizing and back-
crossing. This project continues to be monitored by the club. Our eventual 
goal is to see trees that are approximately 95% pure American chestnuts 

The purpose of the orchard is to assist the American Chestnut Foundation in 
growing hybrid, back-crossed trees that will eventually produce blight-
resistant trees. The Chestnut blight which devastated the species is not a 
problem for Chinese and Japanese chestnuts, so a breeding program has been 
developed to produce trees with the resistance of the Asian species, but the 
growth habit and productivity of the American trees. The American chestnut 
was, until afflicted by the blight, the most common and economically 
valuable tree in the Eastern deciduous forest.

Reforestation efforts for the American chestnut are ongoing in many parts of 
the trees native range. More information is available at:  http://ctacf.org    
and    http://www.acf.org.
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