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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  

As we have segued from the war on Covid 
to the horror in Ukraine, it has been a gift to 
have a garden to think about.  

Thinking is better than doing when the 
ground is so wet – if you have clay, even 
footsteps can compact your soil into bricks. 

It’s been seven years since our wonderful 
Centennial Celebration, and we are all so 
excited about the Flower Show! In the 
meantime, if your travels take you to 
downtown Middletown, be sure to admire 
the trees our club planted in 2015. The 
Okame cherry trees on Veterans’ Green are 
spectacular this year.  

As with so many horticultural matters, I 
learned about Okame cherry trees from 
Juanie Flagg, who had planted them in her 
garden on Laurel Grove Road.  Five more of 
them are planted at the entrance to the 
Wadsworth Mansion – another “must-see” 
every April. Thank you, Juanie! 

A big thank-you is due to all who helped 
make our March meeting such a success, 
including Maria, Edwina, and Pat for 
providing and setting up our tea-coffee-
and-goodies table, but especially Hetti, for 

her amazing lecture on composting.  We are 
all experts now! 

In addition to our April meeting, there is 
much to look forward to this month:  The 
fascinating film “Hometown Habitat” is 
being shown at 7 pm on Tuesday, April 5th 
at Wesleyan; Earth Day will be celebrated at 
Harbor Park on April 23rd; Daffodil Day at 
Long Hill Estate is the following day; Kathy 
Connolly’s Pollinator Pathway webinar is on 
April 27th; Arbor Day will be celebrated at 
deKoven House at 2 pm on April 29th. Whew 
-- who has time to garden? 

~ Jane 

 

 

PROGRAM: 

April’s meeting will be all about the Flower 
Show!  Since we are meeting at the Wadsworth 
Mansion, please bring your own beverage; 
snacks will be available. This is our last meeting 

R E M I N D E R: 

The April meeting 
will take place at 
the Wadsworth 

Mansion on 
Thursday the 21st 

at 1 pm. 



 

before the show, so 100% attendance is very 
important.  We look forward to seeing you on 
Thursday the 21st in Middletown at 1 pm. 

~ Patsy

MIDDLETOWN GARDEN CLUB MINUTES, 
MEETING OF 3/17/22 

President Harris called the meeting to order 
at 1:09 p.m., and introduced guest Kathy 
Bryson, Hetti Motoc’s mother. 

Acceptance of the Minutes was moved by 
Judy, and seconded by Pat.  They were 
approved. 

The Treasurer’s report had not been sent 
out, so no vote was taken. 

President’s Report:  Jane reminded the 
members that the GCA Annual Meeting of 
2024 is looming.  The president is a member 
of the Steering Committee.  Patsy is chairing 
the daily meals committee.  She will need 
help from our club members.   

Christina brought some of her mother’s 
garden books to the meeting.  Members 
could take what they would like and give a 
donation to the Treasurer. 

Committee Reports: 

Silent Auction: We were reminded of the 
need for auction items for the Flower Show.  
Send pictures of the item to Mary and Jane. 

Rooftop:  Work will begin soon, and 
volunteers are welcome. 

Finance:  The club received a donation of 
$70 in honor of Sally D’Aquila.  The Rockfall 
Foundation gave $1500 toward the 
Pollinator Pathway, and two gifts of $250 
were made, as well as $125 from the Jonah 

Center and $125 from Sal and Sally.  $85.26 
has been spent. Also, the 2022-2023 budget 
is being formulated.  If committee chairs 
anticipate expenditures, please call Mary. 

Flower Show:  The Par class has no 
registrations, and Class 4 needs two more 
entrants.  The Preview Party will cost $125 
per person.  There will be an open bar.  The 
Judges luncheon will be 5/25.  Maria will 
order a tent if it is reasonable.  Our next 
meeting will be 4/21 at the Mansion.  Patsy 
has opened an account for floral needs at 
Delaware Valley.  Melanie and Maria are 
working on awards.   

Horticulture: Kathy Meyering reported on 
several Pollinator Pathway events coming 
up soon, including a showing of “Hometown 
Habitat” at Wesleyan on 4/5.  It’s a 
documentary about Doug Tallamy’s 
recommendation to create the equivalent 
of our National Parks in our own backyards.  
Earth Day will be celebrated at Harbor Park 
on April 23rd, and the Daffodil Fest will be at 
the Mansion on April 24th. 

Riverfront:  Laney said that Cooper-
Robertson will propose a wide flower bridge 
across Route 9 at Harbor Park, and will ask the 
DOT to pay for this.  The Federal government 
is paying for changes to Route 9.  MGC will 
have input into the bridge design. 

Visiting Gardens: Hetti Motoc sent a sign-up 
sheet around for those interested in going 
on 2 trips, one in May and one in June. 

Founders Fund:  we voted for the one 
candidate this year. 

NAL: Judy and Jane reported on the virtual 
presentations from the NAL conference at the 
beginning of March.  Three important 



 

environmental bills are pending:  Blue Globe 
Act, Blue Carbon, and the Climate Solutions 
Act.   

Jane mentioned the world-wide effort at 
reforestation, and the inequity in different 
neighborhoods as far as the amount of tree 
canopy. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m., and 
Hetti Motoc presented her program on 
composting. 

ATTENDANCE: L. Bank, J. Bell, S. Cornish, M. 
Giamei, K. Green, J. Harris, L. Johnson, M. 
Holzberg, A. McCloskey, O. McLaughlin, K. 
Meyering, H. Motoc, P. Murawski, E. 
Ranganathan, R. Rickenback, J. 
Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, K. Wuestefeld, M. 
Xenelis. Guest: Kathy Bryson (Hetti’s Mom). 

Submitted by Katherine W. Green, 
Recording Secretary 



 

HORTICULTURE: 

As the weather warms up, many of us are 
probably dividing perennials. The focus of 
our next meeting at the Mansion is to 
prepare for our flower show, but it is also 
an ideal time for people who want to share 
plants to bring them along. A table will be 
set up for any plants out in the front of the 
Mansion (have already cleared this with the 
staff). It’s always helpful to label whatever 

you bring. Pollinator plants are especially 
welcome! 

Our Pollinator Pathway project is going 
well. We already have about 40 people 
signed up for the April 27th Kathy Connolly 
webinar, and the public response to this 
concept is very enthusiastic. Hopefully we 
will get some press coverage of this effort! 

~ Kathy Meyering 

 

VISITING GARDENS: 
 
1) Our Visiting CT Nurseries Tour is set for 
Thursday, May 5th! 
We are booked at Earth Tones at 10:00 and 
awaiting confirmation from Cricket Hill and 
White Flower Farm.  
Thirteen members have signed up for the 
day's adventure! Car-pooling info to 
follow… 
 
2) The Bridge of Flowers trip is still in the 
planning process. Maria suggested June, 
instead of July, so I am pursuing a June 
date. 
~ Hetti Motoc 
 
FROM THE TREASURER: 
Outstanding Balances: 
Please bring any funds you owe the club to 
the April meeting or send me a check if you 
are not able to attend. Our fiscal year ends 
May 31st and I hope to have all funds 
accounted for then. 
~ Mary 
 
 

SILENT AUCTION: 
Our expectation is to have forty items 
available for the Silent Auction. 
At present we have received items or 
commitments from seventeen members. 



 

Please bring your auction item to the April 
meeting or an index card with information 
about your donation. We especially look 
forward to donations of services and/or gift 
certificates.  We will arrange for pick up if 
necessary but we need time to prepare for 
the auction. We can only be as successful as 
you are generous. If you have questions 

about your donation, please call Edwina, 
Renee or myself and we will assist you. 
Many thanks. 
~  Mary 
 

 

 
 

                             

 

 
 

April is the cruellest month, breeding 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 

Memory and desire, stirring 
Dull roots with spring rain. 

Winter kept us warm, covering 
Earth in forgetful snow, feeding 

A little life with dried tubers. 
~ T.S. Eliot, The Wasteland 

 
 

 

 

 

TREES OF HONOR ROSES: 

The ground was soggy, but we got the job done! On Saturday, March 26th, Sally Cornish, 
Spencer Cunningham, Ed Dzialo, Judy Schoonmaker, Debby Shapiro, and Kim 
Wuestefeld pruned the roses at the Trees of Honor in Middletown.  With just a little 
imagination, you can “see” what they will look like in June! 



 

 

 



 

 Signs of spring abound – thanks to Kathie Green for these cheering photos! (Do you see the 
bee?) 

 



 

 


