March, 2022

R E M I N D E R:
The March
inClose header
person meeting
will take place at
CFPA on Thursday
the 17th at 1 pm.
Zoo

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Meteorological spring, the experts tell us, is
based on annual temperature cycles, while
astronomical spring is based on the earth’s
rotation around the sun. The good news is that
March 1st was the beginning of meteorological
spring – did you feel it? (I think the earth moved
a little on its axis…)

asking her to join us!) lectured via Zoom about
Thomas Cole and the Hudson River School. She
followed up with a tour-de-force guided visit to
the Hudson River exhibit at the New Britain
Museum of American Art. Huge thanks to Rhea,
and also to Patsy for working to make this such
a memorable program.

On the last day of meteorological winter, I
happened to drive west on Washington Street,
noticing for the first time a delightful absence:
there were no plastic bags flapping in the
breeze from tree branches! The State of
Connecticut began phasing out plastic bags in
August of 2019 (following Middletown’s lead),
and the pendulum has swung so far that people
are hoarding bread wrappers and newspaper
sleeves for their non-compostable-but-stillmessy trash. (Chicken bones, left over from
making soup, for example.) Not a bad problem
to have!

As Patsy mentions below, Master Composter
Hetti Motoc will be our speaker on March 17th.
Hetti recently spoke at another garden club’s
meeting and then very generously donated her
speaker’s fee to our club! Thank you, Hetti!

The CT Flower Show did a lot to lift my spirits,
as I’m sure it did for many people. Nary a
grumpy word was heard – although perhaps
those were already uttered by people still in
their vehicles, backed up onto I-91 as the
Convention Center parking garage took deep
breaths and tried to absorb all those cars.
Last month, our own Rhea Higgins (what a
pleasure to write that, after at least 12 years of

So, happy spring, everyone! Don’t forget to
force a few branches of flowering plants to
brighten your life – magnolias, quince, and
crabapple all work beautifully. And, if you have
photos of them, or of spring bulbs showing up,
be sure to send pictures to me!

~ Jane

PROGRAM:
We have another great and informative
program planned for March. This month we are
focusing on composting. Our own Hetti Motoc
will present a program on composting, an
integral part of an eco -friendly lifestyle. Join us
to listen and learn how you can enrich your soil
and reduce waste!
We will be meeting at Connecticut Forest and
Parks, Rt. 66 in Middletown at 1 pm.

~ Patsy

PHOTOGRAPHY:
Registration is now open for the GCA’s
virtual Photography Conference, Focus on
Photography – Imagine the Possibilities!
Sign up is easy – it’s on the GCA website –
and you will have a chance to hear lectures
by six professional photographers, all
devoted to gardening and the natural
world.
Last call for photos to be considered for the
Zone II meeting. Please send me a digital
copy to be considered. We are Class 3 Single tree in a park / urban setting.
~ Lynn Johnson


MIDDLETOWN GARDEN CLUB MINUTES,
ZOOM MEETING 2/17/22
President Harris called the meeting to order
at 1:05 p.m., and introduced affiliate
member, Barbara Christensen to newer
members who had not met Barbara before
she moved to upstate New York.

The minutes of the January meeting were
approved on a motion by Judy, seconded by
Mary; the Treasurer’s Report was accepted
on a motion by Rob, seconded by Laney.
President’s Report: President Harris asked
for volunteers to work on the 2024 GCA
Annual Meeting in Hartford. Committee
chairs are being appointed now, so this is
the time to choose an area to work in.
The Federated Garden Clubs’ Connecticut
Flower Show will be held February 24 – 27
in Hartford.
The 2022 GCA Annual Meeting, to be held
in Zone IV, includes a flower show, and
there appear to be classes open in Floral
Design, Horticulture, and Botanical Art. Jane
will transport entries to the show if needed.
Committee Reports:
Flower Show – Mary reminded members to
send her the details of items or services
being donated for our Flower Show Silent
Auction. Please send a digital photo, a
description, and the value of the item or
service.
Founders Fund – Edwina explained that,
even though there is only one finalist, a
vote will be taken at our March meeting.
Rooftop – Pat said that several group
members have bought seeds or arranged
for donations. Jane said that the rooftop
garden will be featured in a panel
discussion shown at the 2022 GCA Annual
Meeting.
Conservation/NAL – The Zoom presentation
of NAL begins March 1 and continues March
2nd, with individual legislative meetings to

be announced. Attendees will report on the
event at the March meeting.
Horticulture – Kathy Meyering suggested
that we should do an in-club propagation
challenge. She would also like members to
send her photos of their flowering plants.
Riverfront – Laney said that she and three
members of the club will meet virtually with
staff from the City and several of the
Riverfront consultants to discuss options for
a flower bridge over Route 9.
ATTENDANCE: L. Bank, K. Coley, S. Cornish,
K. Green, J. Harris, R. Higgins, L. Johnson, R.
Kelley, A. McCloskey, O. McLaughlin, K.
Meyering, P. Murawski, D. Patrician, E.
Ranganathan, R. Rickenback, M. Roberts, J.
Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, S. Worm, K.
Wuestefeld, M. Xenelis. Excused: A. Albert,
S. Cunningham, M. Holzberg, P. Mylchreest
Submitted by Katherine W. Green,
Recording Secretary

HORTICULTURE:
As our spring awakening begins to bring our
plants to life, please consider sharing some
divisions of native plants for our Pollinator
Pathway effort and for sharing with
members. It would be helpful if you could
pot them up in containers that could hold
them for a few weeks. Phlox subulata

(creeping phlox), bee balm, coreopsis,
rudbeckia, ferns, etc., plants that tend to
take over our beds, can be dug up as they
emerge. I am happy to collect and “babysit”
plants in my nursery garden bed! Please
contact me (kathy.meyering81@gmail.com)
if you have plants to share.
We can also have a plant exchange of all
our favorites (not just natives!) at our final
club meeting of the year.
Also, a reminder to sign up for the Kathy
Connolly webinar on April 27th, 6:30 pm.
You can use this link
(https://www.middletownpollinatorpathwa
y.com/blank-page-1} to get to the events
section of the Pollinator Pathway website,
where you will find all the details.
~ Kathy Meyering

CONSERVATION:
There will be some spring bird walks at the
Roger Tory Peterson Estuary Center in
Lyme. If you wish to accompany me for one
or more of them, please let me know. They
are led by experts on birding, taking place
on the Center’s property bordering the
Lieutenant River. The walks start at 11:00

am and last about 2 hours, dates as follows:
March 10th and 31st, and April 12th and
28th — and they’re lots of fun!
I hope that some MGC members have taken
advantage of the NAL on-line meeting this
past week. We shall have a short
presentation by a few of us at our March
meeting to sum up highlights of this year’s
conference. Your comments are very
welcome as well. HAPPY SPRING!
~ Judy Schoonmaker

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED:
Please help us prepare for the Flower Show
auction by letting us know what you plan to
donate. A simple description and estimate
of its value would be very helpful; if you can
email us a photograph, please do so. This
will be a “goods and services” auction –
we’re looking for home and garden items,
and/or services, such as the use of a cottage
for a week or weekend, a gift certificate for
a gourmet dinner, a cruise on your boat, or
an afternoon of garden consulting.
While the designated deadline is April 15th,
sooner is better than later. The more time
we have to prepare, the more successful
the auction will be.
Thank you.

SBONA TOWERS:
The Middletown Housing Authority would
be happy to have us do the Spring planting
for them again this year. We receive a
generous donation of $2000 for a few
hours’ effort. Since Maria is busy with our
flower show, we need a chair as well as our
usual crew. Maria has all the details of
previous planting days, so the chair will only
have to replicate the plant order and
organize the crew. We always have a good
team willing to plant so the chair will have
plenty of eager help. Please call Jane if you
can take on this task.

~ Edwina and Mary

“The mind can go in a thousand directions, but on this beautiful path, I walk
in peace. With each step, the wind blows. With each step, a flower
blooms.”
~ Thich Nhat Hanh

Any other Clivia lovers out there? On the left, Judy’s fabulous orangeflowering Clivia, and Jane’s yellow on the right.

